APPLIED INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY

Overview of the Subject

Girls study the OCR Applied ICT GCE course. The focus during Year 12 (for the AS) is on
how businesses use ICT to communicate and on how ICT helps organisations to operate.
It is a wonderfully practical course with opportunities to design websites, produce
magazines and create other forms of business communications such as business cards
and letterheads. Girls who continue the course in Year 13 for an A2 Level qualification
will learn ICT skills, interpersonal skills and project management skills (such as creating
Gantt charts) as they work alongside a client to develop materials for a client. There are
many options to choose from and these include producing a website, artwork, multimedia,
a publication and/ or a spreadsheet model.

The Qualification

The GCE in Applied ICT is one of a new family of vocationally-focused A-Level
gualifications that can be tailored to the students’ individual requirements. The emphasis
is placed on solving practical ‘real-world’ problems. There are two coursework modules
and one theory module for AS Level and a further two coursework and one theory modules
for A2 Level. Theory modules are based on the students’ research into pre-released
hypothetical scenarios.

Prior Knowledge
Prior study for GCSE in ICT would be of benefit, but is not essential.

Skills Acquired During the Course

Students will develop an understanding of systems analysis’ and design, together with
methods of implementation, testing and documentation. A range of current software
packages will also be used including word processing, spreadsheet, database and
presentation programmes.

Assessment Procedure

All practical coursework elements will be internally assessed and externally moderated.
There will be an external assessment of one written examination of 1 hour 30 minutes per
year. All modules have equal weighting in the mark scheme.

Career Opportunities

These are many and varied. Students may progress to
degree level, then to a career as a Systems Analyst.
They may work in an IT company providing technical
and business support to customers, join a software
house as a programmer or developer or enter the
business world as an IT consultant, among many
other opportunities. The skills developed during the
course are also valuable in any general office or
business environment.
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