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APPLIED INFORMATION &  COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

 
Overvi ew of  t he Subject  
Gir ls study the OCR Applied ICT GCE course.  The focus dur ing Year 12 (for  the AS) is on 
how businesses use ICT to communicate and on how ICT helps organisat ions to operate. 
It  is a wonderfu lly pract ical course with opportunit ies to design websites, produce 
magazines and create other  forms of business communicat ions such as business cards 
and let terheads.  Gir ls who cont inue the course in Year 13 for  an A2 Level qualificat ion 
will learn ICT sk il ls, in terpersonal sk il ls and project  management sk il ls (such as creat ing 
Gantt  char ts) as they work  alongside a client  to develop mater ials for  a client .  There are 
many opt ions to choose from and these include producing a website, ar twork , mu lt imedia, 
a publicat ion and/ or  a spreadsheet model.  
 
The Qual i f i cat i on  
The GCE in Applied ICT is one of a new family of vocat ionally-focused A-Level 
qualificat ions that  can be tailored to the students’ individual requ irements.  The emphasis 
is placed on solving pract ical ‘real-wor ld’ problems.  There are two coursework  modu les 
and one theory modu le for  AS Level and a fu r ther  two coursework  and one theory modu les 
for  A2 Level.  Theory modu les are based on the students’ research into pre-released 
hypothet ical scenar ios. 
 
Pr i or  Knowledge 
Pr ior  study for  GCSE in ICT wou ld be of benefit , bu t  is not  essent ial.  
 
Sk i l l s Acqui red Dur i ng t he Course 
Students will develop an understanding of systems analysis’ and design, together  with 
methods of implementat ion, test ing and documentat ion.  A range of cu rrent software 
packages will also be used including word processing, spreadsheet, database and 
presentat ion programmes. 
 
Assessm ent  Procedure 
All pract ical coursework  elements will be internally assessed and externally moderated.  
There will  be an external assessment of one wr it ten examinat ion of 1 hour  30 minu tes per  
year .  All modu les have equal weight ing in the mark  scheme. 
 
Career  Oppor t un i t i es 
These are many and var ied.  Students may progress to 
degree level, then to a career  as a Systems Analyst .  
They may work  in an IT company providing technical 
and business support  to customers, join a software 
house as a programmer or  developer or  enter  the 
business wor ld as an IT consu ltant , among many 
other  opportunit ies.  The sk il ls developed dur ing the 
course are also valuable in any general office or  
business environment. 
 
BOARD:  OCR 
SPECIFICATION NO:  AS=H115, A2=H515 


