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CHEMISTRY 

 
Overvi ew of  Subject  
Chemistry is the study of substances, what they are made of, how they interact and what 
role they play in l iving th ings.  In fact  it  is the study of all mater ials and is vital to every 
aspect  of your  l ife.  From the moment you  are born and throughout the whole of your  l ife 
you  are surrounded by chemistry: in  the air  you  breathe, the food you  eat  and the clothes 
you  wear.  Chemistry is often called the central science.  It  l inks with all the other  
sciences and underpins many branches of technology, from the sil icon chip to brewing. 
 
Prerequi si t e 
C grade in Addit ional Science and Mathemat ics bu t  B grade or  above is preferable. 
 
Sk i l l s Acqui red Dur i ng Course 
Exper imental and invest igat ive sk il ls: planning, manipu lat ion, observat ional and recording 
interpretat ion. 
Problem solving. 
Invest igat ive sk il ls. 
Applicat ion of chemistry to social and economic aspect . 
 
Assessm ent  Procedure:  e.g. Coursework / Exam , No. of  Papers 
At  each of AS and A2 the assessment consists of two wr it ten examinat ions and teacher  
assessed pract ical coursework . 
 
Career  Oppor t un i t i es 
Careers in chemistry are everywhere.  From space research to the depths of the wor ld’s 
oceans, chemists are involved in collect ing valuable informat ion.  This means that  a 
knowledge of chemistry will give you  a greater  understanding of the wor ld you  live in and 
cou ld lead to a career  which is excit ing and enjoyable with lots of var iety and 
opportunit ies.  Chemistry opens up a wor ld of possibil it ies and expands your  choices.  No 
matter  how the wor ld changes in  the 21st Centu ry, chemistry will always be at  the hear t  of 
l ife and at  the centre of science.  Chemistry is the r ight  choice for  the fu tu re. 
 
Presen t  St uden t ’s Com m ent  
“This is quite a complex subject that requires 
thought and understanding.  However, if  you 
are prepared for a challenge then this is the 
subject for you”  
 
BOARD:  Edexcel 
SPECIFICATION NO:  AS=8CH01, A2=9CH01 


