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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
Overvi ew of  subject  
English Literatu re is a most rewarding A Level subject  for  anyone who is interested in 
people, is inclined towards the literary, is imaginat ive and has a love of the theatre.  A 
keen student immersed in th is subject  is scarcely aware of it  as work .  Poetry, drama and 
the novel are studied, ranging from pre 17 th Centu ry to 20 th Centu ry l iteratu re.  Those 
who are already keen readers of challenging and thought-provok ing literatu re will adapt 
very well to th is course. 
 
Prerequi si t e 
We wou ld normally expect  2 x B grades at  GCSE in  English and English  Literatu re 
respect ively. 
 
Sk i l l s acqui red dur i ng course 
Greater  knowledge and understanding of l iteratu re.  Fu ller  appreciat ion of l iteratu re.  
Bet ter  powers of analysis.  A good cr it ical vocabu lary and improved expression. 
 
Assessm ent  procedures wi l l  enable pupi ls t o: 
·  Art icu late creat ive and informed responses. 
·  Develop powers of analysis. 
·  Explore connect ions and compar isons between different  texts. 
·  Come to an understanding of the var ious background contexts which have helped 

shape and text . 
 
 
 
ENGLISH LITERATURE A : AN OUTLINE OF THE COURSE FOR SIXTH FORM PUPILS 
 
AS        OPTION:   Victor ian Literatu re, 60% of AS course, 30% of A2 course 
 
Un i t  1 : 
The aim of the unit  is to encourage wide reading across the three genres of poetry, prose and 
drama. There wil l  be two questions  in  a two hour examination: 
·  one on Selected Poems by Hardy 
·  a context  quest ion which invites candidates to use appropr iate references to their  reading for  

the whole cou rse 
 
WIDER  READING:  Thomas Hardy the Time-Torn  Man by C.Tomalin 
     The Importance of Being Earnest  by O.Wilde 
     Extracts from other prose, drama  and poetry texts 
 
UNIT  2: 
CREATIVE STUDY (coursework) 40% of AS, 20% of A2 
·  The coursework  folder wil l  contain two pieces of wr it ing:  one on Heart  of Darkness by  

J.Conrad and the other on A Dolls’ House by H. Ibsen (2000-2500 words in  total). 
·  Poetry by Robert  Browning will  also be studied as a wider reading text . 



 
A2 
 
UNIT 3: 
THEME OF LITERATURE:  LOVE THROUGH THE AGES, 30% of A-Level 
 
This takes the form of a 2 hour 30 minu te exam comprising 4 unseen extracts.  There  wil l  be 2 
compu lsory questions: 
·  One wil l  requ ire compar ison of 2 extracts from the same genre and will  requ ire close reading 

as well as reference to wider reading. 
·  The other will  requ ire  compar ison of  extracts from different  genre. 
 
UNIT 4: 
EXTENDED ESSAY AND SHAKESPEARE STUDY (coursework   3000 words) 20% of  A-Level 
 
·  3 texts wil l  be studied including a Shakespeare 
 
The best preparat ion for  th is is wide reading, especially from the Victor ian period, prior  to the 
Sixth Form per iod.   
 
Career  Oppor t un i t i es 
English Literatu re is a h ighly regarded t radit ional A-Level which wou ld be acceptable for  
all careers other  than the str ict ly scient ific or  medical. 
 
Presen t  St uden t ’s Com m ent  
“ I am so glad I chose this subject.  It’s a unique opportunity to immerse myself  in English 
Literature, a subject for life” . 
 
BOARD:  AQA 
SPECIFICATION NO:  AS=1741, A2=2741 
 


