GEOGRAPHY

Overview of Subject

Geography is a fascinating subject concerned with the world around us and enables us to
increase our understanding of it. Overflowing cities, declining services in the countryside,
floods, volcanoes and earthquakes are all part of geography and regularly in the news.

In the Sixth Form at Brigidine, Geography is taught by specialist teachers. An active
approach to learning is encouraged, with a place for the student’s own research. The
themes covered are both topical and varied. Aspects of physical, human and
environmental geography are investigated.

There will be visits to conferences and exhibitions where these are appropriate. Local and
residential fieldwork is undertaken. The recommended texts are up-to-date, some having
been written specifically for the examinations which the students will take.

Prerequisite

5 GCSEs at grade A-C, including Geography (although not essential) and enthusiasm for
the subject.

Skills acquired during the course

All the key skills required by employers: communication, graphicacy, numeracy and
statistics, problem solving, decision making, working with others, the collecting, recording
and analysis of data, are covered when studying Geography.

Assessment Procedure: e.g Coursework/ Exam, No. of Papers

AS - 2 structured examinations in May of Year 12:
Unit 1 — Physical and human geography
Unit 2 — Applied geography

A2 - 2 examinations including a decision-making synoptic paper
or a written practicalpaper of coursework in June of Year 13:
Unit 3 — Contemporary geographical issues
Unit 4 — Fieldwork investigation or issue evaluation.




Career Opportunities

Some jobs make direct use of geographical
knowledge; such as air traffic controller, architect,
cartographer, conservationist, estate agent,
environmentalist, foreign correspondent, geologist,
geophysicist, GIS technician, holiday rep, hotel
manager, hydrologist, meteorologist, peacekeeper,
planner, surveyor, teacher, transport manager and
travel agent.

Geography is also useful for law, medicine, business
and politics because it combines the understanding
of facts of the sciences with the perception of the
arts.

Present Students’ Comments:
“l never thought mud could be so interesting!”

“Studying geography changes the way you look at things.”
“Geography is all around us. What is learnt in the classroom can be seen outside.”

“Geography encourages us to keep up to date with world occurrences, through news
programmes, documentaries and newspapers.”

“Interesting and varied course.”

“l really enjoy going out on trips.”
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