MUSIC

The AS and Advanced GCE in Music will appeal to anyone who has a keen interest in
creating and listening to different styles of music as well as performing to a high standard.
The course requires performing, composing, listening and analytical skills in almost equal
measure.

Unit 1 (AS): Performing (any instrument or voice).
Unit 2 (AS): Free composition.

Unit 3 (AS): Developing Musical Understanding, including study of music extracts from
the following areas: Keyboard Music, Popular Music and Jazz, Music for Film and
Television, World Music, Secular Vocal Music, Sacred Vocal Music, Music for Orchestra,
Music for Small Ensemble and 20th and 21st Century Art Music. Assessment is through a
2 hour Examination.

Unit 4 (A2): Extended Performance.
Unit 5 (A2): Composition and Technical Study (of composition techniques).
Unit 6 (A2): Further Musical Understanding. Assessed by a 2 Hour Examination.

Prerequisite
GCSE in Music.

Skills Acquired During Course

These include specifically musical ones, such as
skills in performing, composing and listening and
more general ones, such as essay writing, analysis,
interpretation, logic and critical thinking. It is
important that students are able to organize their
own practice time and need to consider this as part
of their regular homework.

Assessment Procedure

Units 1 and 4 are both internally assessed.

Units 2, 3, 5 and 6 are all externally assessed.
Units 3 and 6 by examination.

Career Opportunities

Universities and other higher education
institutions hold A-Level Music in high esteem; it is
considered an academic A-Level subject on a par
with language, humanities and sciences. Many
graduates go on to work within the field of music,
but equally all humanities and art based careers
are open to music graduates, as are certain
scientific ones such as information technology.
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