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MUSIC 

 
The AS and Advanced GCE in Music will appeal to anyone who has a keen interest  in 
creat ing and listening to different  styles of music as well as per forming to a h igh standard.  
The course requ ires per forming, composing, l istening and analyt ical sk il ls in  almost equal 
measure. 
 
Unit  1 (AS): Per forming (any instrument or  voice). 
 

Unit  2 (AS): Free composit ion. 
 

Unit  3 (AS): Developing Musical Understanding, including study of music extracts from 
the following areas: Keyboard Music, Popu lar  Music and Jazz, Music for Film and 
Television, Wor ld Music, Secu lar  Vocal Music, Sacred Vocal Music, Music for  Orchestra, 
Music for  Small Ensemble and 20 th and 21st Centu ry Ar t  Music. Assessment is through a 
2 hour  Examinat ion. 
 

Unit  4 (A2): Extended Performance. 
 

Unit  5 (A2): Composit ion and Technical Study (of composit ion techniques). 
 

Unit  6 (A2): Fur ther  Musical Understanding. Assessed by a 2 Hour Examinat ion. 
 
Prerequi si t e 
GCSE in Music. 
 
Sk i l l s Acqui red Dur i ng Course 
These include specifically musical ones, such as 
sk il ls in  per forming, composing and listening and 
more general ones, such as essay wr it ing, analysis, 
in terpretat ion, logic and cr it ical th ink ing.  It  is 
important  that  students are able to organize their  
own pract ice t ime and need to consider  th is as par t 
of their  regu lar  homework . 
 
Assessm ent  Procedure 
Units 1 and 4 are both internally assessed. 
Units 2, 3, 5 and 6 are all externally assessed. 
Units 3 and 6 by examinat ion. 
 
Career  Oppor t un i t i es 
Un iversi t ies and other  h igher  edu cat ion 
inst itu t ions hold A-Level Music in h igh esteem; it  is 
considered an academic A-Level subject  on a par  
with language, humanit ies and sciences.  Many 
graduates go on to work  with in the field of music, 
bu t  equally all humanit ies and ar t  based careers 
are open to music graduates, as are cer tain 
scient ific ones such as informat ion technology. 
 
BOARD:  Edexcel 
SPECIFICATION NUMBER:  AS=8MUO1, A2=9MUO1 


