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SCIENCE AT BRIGIDINE 
 

Brigidine has a vibrant and excit ing Science department whose aim is to 
enthuse all ou r pupils abou t the enjoyment of studying Science.  All the gir ls 
study Science unt il the end of Year 11 and we are proud of the resu lts they 
achieve.  
 

Brigidine gir ls have their  Science lessons in the Senior  department, in 
pu rpose bu ilt  laborator ies, from Year 5 upwards.  This ensures that they are 
familiar  with the department and the teachers when they enter  the Senior 
School and have developed the basic pract ical sk il ls requ ired.  
 

Our KS3 course is based on the Nat ional Curr icu lum and following the recent 
changes we have adopted Go Science as the basis of ou r teaching (we know it  
is good because a previous member of ou r staff is one of the au thors).  This 
approach, with a focus on how science works and the relevance of Science in 
all ou r l ives, involves a var iety of pract ical act ivit ies; an approach we all feel 
is very important in th is subject.  
 

At KS4 we follow the Edexcel 360 Science course, leading to two Science 
GCSE’s.  Again the focus is on the applicat ions and implicat ions of recent 
developments, including considerat ion of the ethical implicat ions of the 
discover ies that Scient ists make.  The first  GCSE is taken at the end of Year 
10 and the second in Year 11.  The course is modu lar  with  a var iety of 
assessment tasks which encourage the development of a range of sk ills.  We 
are delighted that all of ou r Year 11 gir ls achieved at least a grade C in 
Science in the summer, with one th ird of them reaching A or  A*.  We have 
recent ly introduced the opt ion of studying separate sciences to gir ls with a 
part icu lar  apt itude for  Science. 
 

Academic achievement is only one 
aspect of act ivit ies in the Science 
department.  We have a range of 
extra cu rr icu lar  act ivit ies star t ing 
with a week ly Science club from 
Year 5 upwards.  We encourage gir ls 
to part icipate in Salter ’s fest ivals 
and camps, arrange for  a number of 
ou tside speakers to visit  us and 
organise visits to universit ies and 
museums.  All our Year 11 gir ls visit  
the Isle of Wight to undertake 
Biology fieldwork  as part  of their  
GCSE studies.   


