SCIENCE AT BRIGIDINE

Brigidine has a vibrant and exciting Science department whose aim is to
enthuse all our pupils about the enjoyment of studying Science. All the girls
study Science until the end of Year 11 and we are proud of the results they
achieve.

Brigidine girls have their Science lessons in the Senior department, in
purpose built laboratories, from Year 5 upwards. This ensures that they are
familiar with the department and the teachers when they enter the Senior
School and have developed the basic practical skills required.

Our KS3 course is based on the National Curriculum and following the recent
changes we have adopted Go Science as the basis of our teaching (we know it
IS good because a previous member of our staff is one of the authors). This
approach, with a focus on how science works and the relevance of Science in
all our lives, involves a variety of practical activities; an approach we all feel
IS very important in this subject.

At KS4 we follow the Edexcel 360 Science course, leading to two Science
GCSE’s. Again the focus is on the applications and implications of recent
developments, including consideration of the ethical implications of the
discoveries that Scientists make. The first GCSE is taken at the end of Year
10 and the second in Year 11. The course is modular with a variety of
assessment tasks which encourage the development of a range of skills. We
are delighted that all of our Year 11 girls achieved at least a grade C in
Science in the summer, with one third of them reaching A or A*. We have
recently introduced the option of studying separate sciences to girls with a
particular aptitude for Science.

Academic achievement is only one
aspect of activities in the Science
department. We have a range of
extra curricular activities starting
with a weekly Science club from
Year 5 upwards. We encourage girls
to participate in Salter’s festivals
and camps, arrange for a number of
outside speakers to visit us and
organise visits to universities and
museums. All our Year 11 girls visit
the Isle of Wight to undertake
Biology fieldwork as part of their
GCSE studies.




